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sometimes in collaboration with his wife, whose
pen name was Woodward Boyd.

Divorced from his first wife, Boyd married
Ruth Fitch Bartlett on Dec. 30, 1929. He had
long taken a friendly interest in socialism, and
the depression of the early thirties intensified
his dissatisfaction with the capitalist system. Al-
ways impulsive, impatient with theory and eager
for action, he looked about for something he
could do. He was at this time (1933-34) living
in Vermont, and he became greatly concerned
about a strike of quarry workers. Finally he
joined the Communist party and was its candi-
date for governor of Vermont in the election of
1934. Early in 1935 he died suddenly of cerebral
hemorrhage in his thirty-seventh year. Two books
were published posthumously. One, a novel, In
Time of Peace (1935), was a sequel to Through
the Wheat, carrying on the story of its auto-
biographical hero and clearly revealing the au-
thor's revolutionary predilections. The other,
Poor John Pitch: lut-cut^r of the Steamboat
(1935), was Boyd's best biography. None of his
subsequent books, however, made an impression
equal to that of Through the Wheat.

[Who's Who in America, 1934-35 ; Wilson Bull, for
Lit'iwinnf, Nov. 1935; N. Y. Times, Jan. 28, 1935;
information as to certain facts from Mrs. Alice Dun-
bar Boyd, Mrs. Margaret Shane, Mrs. Ruth Mason,

and Cornelius Van Ness.]              ~               TT
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BOYD,THOMAS DUCKETT (Jan. 20,1854-
Nov. 2, 1932), Southern educator, the ninth of
ten children of Thomas Jefferson and Minerva
Anne (French) Boyd, was born in Wytheville,
Va. His father, descended from noble Scottish
lineage of the thirteenth century through John
Boyd, who settled in Maryland some four hun-
dred years later, received a law degree at the
University of Virginia in 1827, served as a mem-
ber of the town council, the state legislature, the
Virginia Board of Public Works, and the Com-
missary Department of the Confederacy. After
studying in Howard Shriver's private school at
Wytheville until he was fourteen, Thomas en-
rolled as a cadet at the Louisiana State Seminary
of Learning and Military Academy, where his
brother, David French Boyd \_q.v.~\, was super-
intendent and later president. In 1870 the Semi-
nary became the Louisiana State University.
Graduating in 1872 with the degree of A.M.,
Boyd devoted a year to surveying and reading
law, and then, at the age of nineteen, was ap-
pointed adjunct professor of mathematics at his
alma mater. During the next fifteen years he
served the university in several capacities: as
commandant of cadets, professor of drawing,
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professor of English and instructor in the pre-
paratory department, professor of history and
English literature, and acting president.

In 1888 Boyd resigned his professorship to ac-
cept the presidency of the Louisiana State Nor-
mal School, a position he held for eight years.
He harmonized a discordant faculty, raised stand-
ards of admission and graduation, expanded the
curriculum, developed teachers' institutes, and
was instrumental in founding the Lo nisi JIM Edu-
cator and the Louisiana School Rc-.'icw. Called
to the presidency of Louisiana State University
in 1896, he contributed to its development from
a faculty of 19, an enrolment of 140 cadets, and
an annual appropriation limited constitutionally
to $10,000, into a creditable institution with half
a dozen colleges, a faculty of 151, a student body
of i,800, and a maintenance fund of $1,000,000.
His greatest battle was a contest with Tulane
University in 1906 which prevented that institu-
tion from receiving state aid and therefore from
becoming a second state university; his greatest
innovation the admission of women students,
1904-05; his greatest achievement the building of
a new university in the early nineteen twenties.
Upon his retirement in 1927 he was made presi-
dent emeritus. Meanwhile he had been awarded
an honorary degree of LL.D. by Tulane in 1897,
had served as president of the National Associa-
tion of State Universities, 1919-20, and as presi-
dent of the national Association of Land-Grant
Colleges, 1921-22.

In appraising Boyd's career it should be re-
membered that public education was in its infancy
in Louisiana when he began his constructive
w'ork, and that a generation of progress should
be weighed more heavily than the actual status
of the university at his retirement. His long
service at the normal school and the university
helped to make the state education-conscious. He
was neither a platform speaker nor a dramatic
leader, but his tactful, patient guidance brought
tangible results. Dignified and cultured, he was
gifted with a sense of humor, systematic habits,
and fairness in counseling with faculty and stu-
dents. He was married on Mar. 15,1882, to Annie
Foules Fuqua of Baton Rouge, by whom he had
four sons and four daughters. He died in his
seventy-ninth year, following a heart attack, sur-
vived by five of his children: Thomas Duckett,
Jr., Overton, Minerva, Annie, and Agnes.

[M. M. Wilkerson, Thos. Duckett Boyd: The Story
of a Southern Educator (1935) >" W. L. Fleming, La.
State Univ., 1860-96 (1936); La. State Univ. Alumni
News, Dec. 1933; State-Times (Baton Rouge), Nov.
3, 1932; Who's Who in America, 1930-31 ; Boyd MSS.,
La. State Univ. Lib., Baton Rouge.]
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